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INTRODUCTION 
 
The highway and road network is an integral part of the transportation system 
and is considered indispensable in today's society.  The ability to move goods 
and people swiftly and safely is necessary and can only be accomplished by 
providing a modern transportation system including arterials, which provide for 
through traffic, as well as effective connections between Eaton and other 
jurisdictions; collectors, which connect neighborhoods with arterials; and local 
roads, which provide direct access to properties with Eaton’s neighborhoods.  
The delineation of a systematic approach to providing a well planned road 
network is a critical element for the future development of the Eaton community. 
 
In addition to the thoroughfare network, local pedestrian and bicycle access is 
important to a community’s transportation system.  Pedestrian and bicycle modes 
are gaining importance in public policy, especially in creating an attractive 
community environment for a higher-skilled workforce.  Smaller towns, such as 
Eaton, have also retained much of their original physical design and character 
that was created prior to ubiquitous auto usage.  Capitalizing on this existing 
character gives smaller towns a boost in their competition for the new economy 
workforce. 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the Transportation Plan is to create and maintain a public street 
system and non-auto pathways which promote local and regional connectivity, 
allows for the appropriate level of access, and facilitates the movement of people 
and goods in a safe and efficient manner.  Further, it is the goal of this Plan to 
establish a highway and pedestrian/bike system which will meet the existing and 
future needs of the City and the remainder of the planning area. 
 
HISTORY OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING IN EATON AND 
PREBLE COUNTY 
 
Transportation planning began in Eaton with MVRPC’s completion of the 1967 
Comprehensive Development Plan.  The Major Thoroughfare Plan (pp. 42-45) 
made a number of significant recommendations, including the relocation of US 
Route 35 to the south and west of Eaton.  This limited-access divided highway 
was to serve anticipated industrial developments by linking existing state and 
federal highways located in the southern and western parts of the City.  The Plan 
also called for the widening and/or extending of a number of existing rights-of-
way: widening Old Trace Road and extending it north; extending Cassel Road 
north to US Route 35; Extending Yost Road north of US Route 35; and widening 
of Eaton-Lewisburg Road and Eaton-Gettysburg Road. 
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Eaton completed another transportation plan as part of the 1994 
Comprehensive Development Plan, completed by Woolpert LLP of Dayton.  
This plan commended the existing internal mobility and adequate access to 
market for products made in Eaton.  It also identified concerns with north-south 
mobility through the City, as well as existing congestion within Downtown and the 
Five Points intersection.  Its major recommendations included the extension of 
Wayne Trace Road north from US Route 35 to Eaton–Lewisburg Road, and the 
realignment of the Five Points Intersection, contingent upon major 
redevelopment in the area.  Other recommendations included regulating the 
number and minimum spacing of new driveways/curb cuts and shared access for 
adjacent commercial properties. 
 
The I-70/US-127 Interchange Area Thoroughfare and Access Control Plan 
was also completed in 1994, by MVRPC. The study area consisted of the 
interchange at I-70 and a 1.3 mile section of US Route 127 between US Route 
40 to the north and Scheying Road/Orphans Road to the south.  The plan 
recommended controlling the development of freeway-interchange areas and 
highway service centers in order to protect roadway capacities and encourage 
highway-oriented uses.  Specifically, this would be accomplished through 
planned access control and management within the study area.  Because this 
interchange is one of the two primary access points from the interstate highway 
system into the Eaton community, insuring proper development and access 
management is important to local economic development. 
 
The Transportation Plan element (pp. 59-61) of the 2000 Preble County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan also made a number of major 
recommendations.  This included support for a bypass around the City of Eaton’s 
urban center; limiting major intersections to essential locations on principal 
arterials such as US Route 127, State Route 503 and US Route 35; and 
maintenance and upgrade of existing Preble County roads as needed. 
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THOROUGHFARE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Thoroughfare Plan (Map 15) shows a number of recommended roadway 
improvements in the community, including both new thoroughfare connections 
and improvements to existing roads. 
 
General Recommendations 
 
Public right-of-way widths should be as indicated in the City of Eaton Planning 
and Zoning Code.  Access management for state highways shall conform to all 
requirements of Section 2.2.5 of the Ohio Department of Transportation’s State 
Highway Access Management Manual.  The State Highway Access Management 
Manual shall also be used to determine the appropriate location of access points 
on all roadways within Eaton. 
 
Specific Recommendations 
 
URBAN COLLECTORS 
 
Eaton-Lewisburg Road (Barron Street to corporation line) 

• Study the removal of current connection to North Barron Street and 
Lexington Road at Five Points intersection. 

 
Preble Drive 

• Build new section north and east to intersect with US Route 127 
approximately one-half mile north of Washington-Jackson Road 
intersection. 

 
Aukerman Street (north of East Main Street) 

• Build new section north to new Washington-Jackson Road extension. 
 
St. Clair Street 

• Build new section east to intersect with extended Industrial Drive. 
 
Industrial Drive 

• Build new section south to intersect with State Route 122 near south 
corporation line. 

 
Industrial Drive – Wayne Trace Road Connector 

• Build to connect Industrial Drive Extension with Wayne Trace Road 
• Align with access to Preble County Fairgrounds. 

 
Washington-Jackson Road 

• Build new section eastward to align with existing US Route 
127/Washington-Jackson Road intersection. 
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LOCAL CONNECTIONS 
• Connect Division Street with East Avenue. 
• Connect North Street east and south to Lexington Avenue. 
• Extend Buckeye Drive, Division Street and Lexington Avenue east of East 

Avenue to Wayne Trace Road. 
• Extend Fudge Avenue eastward to Aukerman Street. 

 
PEDESTRIAN/BIKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The older central, northeastern residential and south central parts of the 
community have an extensive system of sidewalks that should be maintained.  
The Bikeway and Pedestrian Plan (Map 16) shows a number of significant 
recommended pedestrian and bikeway improvements in the community that will 
provide a connected system, and allow for non-auto travel between 
neighborhoods and across town.  Minor connections should be implemented as 
redevelopment occurs and/or capital improvement funds become available. 
 
SOUTHWEST LOOP 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from South Barron Street along Hillcrest 
Drive, Camden Road, and State Route 122 to Lutheran Drive. 
 
WESTERN CONNECTOR 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from Park Avenue across the football field 
property and Seven-Mile Creek to Eaton-Richmond Pike and Deland Drive 
intersection, and along Eaton-Richmond Pike past Woodland Drive. 
 
NORTHWEST LOOP 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from West Main Street, along Seven Mile 
Drive and Park Avenue, to Washington-Jackson Road.  Connect back west along 
Washington-Jackson Road, southward parallel to Seven Mile Creek, and 
connecting back into Park Avenue near Spring Street. 
 
WEST LEXINGTON EXTENSIONS 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from North Barron Street along Lexington 
Road west to Seven Mile Creek, and south and west from Lexington Road to 
Park Avenue. 
 
NORTH CROSSTOWN LINK 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection along Washington-Jackson Road and the 
proposed new section of Washington-Jackson Road. 
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NORTH EDGE IMPROVEMENTS 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection along North Barron Street with new 
developments.  Build a pedestrian/bike connector from North Barron Street east 
along the proposed Wayne Trace Road extension and Rocky Run to Eaton-
Lewisburg Road. Extend pedestrian/bike path along the extension of Aukerman 
Street.  Build a pedestrian/bike path from Fudge Avenue to connect with the 
extension of Aukerman Street. 
 
EASTERN LOOP 
Build pedestrian/bike connections between existing segments along East 
Avenue. Build a path eastward from Buckeye Drive, and southward parallel to 
Rocky Run to US Route 35.  Also, connect the East Avenue path and the Rocky 
Run path at Lexington Road and Buckeye Drive. 
 
SOUTHEAST CONNECTORS 
Build pedestrian/bike connections along US Route 35 between East Avenue and 
Wayne Trace Road, along the proposed Industrial Drive extension, along St. 
Clair Street between the Norfolk Southern Railroad and the Industrial Drive 
extension, and along State Route 122 between the proposed Industrial Drive 
Extension and Frizzell Avenue. 
 
NORTH MAPLE CONNECTOR 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection along North Maple Street from existing 
sidewalks to Eaton-Lewisburg Road. 
 
CHICAGO/DIVISION STREET EXTENSION 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from North Barron Street along Chicago 
Street and Division Street and extending eastward to Rocky Run. 
 
LEXINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from Aukerman Street along Lexington 
Avenue eastward to Rocky Run. 
 
HIGH STREET CONNECTION 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection along High Street between Aukerman Street 
and East Avenue. 
 
NORTH/LEXINGTON CONNECTOR 
Build a pedestrian/bike connection from North Street eastward and southward to 
Lexington Avenue. 
 


